Scholarly ex-spy looks ack on 'years'eyemg Soviet books

‘novel “‘Doctor Zhivago” and the-

By DAVID REMNICK
mc Washington Post
s WASHINGTON Bill West started
out as an English scholar searching
dfor.  the “Dark Lady” In
~Shakespeare’s sonnets,

Heended up aspy.

__coAsan viet language, Mt
.erature and polltics, West wurkged for
,the Counter Intelligence Corps during
“World War 11 and the Korean War and *
-dhen _for_the Central
sAgency from 1955 until his retirement
In 1977,

~As It furied oul, West's job with the - |
CIA included a literary calling. He
shelped the  agency  obtaln

Soviet
(samizdat) through journallsts, stu-
dents and tourists and then tried to
channel the books back to intellectu-
als In the Soviet Union.whohad no ae- ~
cess to the work. One of the-ways-the—
Iterature was. “reinserted” into the
_Soviet Union was through Soviet sall-
“ors who would buy the works in’
Westerh Europe and then resell them ¢
on the black market at home,
="In one of his poems, West describes %,
himself as a “scholarly ex-spy on
arlodest pension” and his enormous
Abrary ol Sovict literature as the
r‘compan [ an eccentric sex-
—~agonarlu
iThe living room and two of the three
bcdrooms of West's condominium in
Reston, Va,, are crammed with
books, West just soid his collection of
=310,000.volumes of Soviet literature to
Emory Unlversity. Pick up any of
these books and it Is obvlous that West
has read all or part of it. The pages
are marked by underlinfngs and an-
notations in Russian, English and
German,
“The change in my life was an
ideologlcal seductlon,” West sl:isld the
other day. “I'm essentially a liberal, o
That's why 1 don't like the Soviel Bl We
Union. 1 thought to myself, ‘The
d take these books away  visited the Soviet Union and his view
of the Soviet Union is as ominous as
wThe verltles of floor space and a his glgwof the CIA is rosy.
ndsome fee from Emory, and not i impossible, for anynne In the
Sovlet Ideology, are the reasons the clandestine services 10 go to the

mWhen books get to E
sald wws wife, Hlldegnrd
have alittle breathing space at last
West Is.trim and has all the sar-
~"torial grace of a professor at ease:
Pendleton shirt, pale green cor-
duroys, desert boots, .glasses and a -
= small forest of cowlicks and flyaway pick youup.”
i halr. His hobbies these days are ‘Though hc hns uscd dozens of
-1 philosophy, poetry and classical pseudonyms while working in Berlin
H 1is-slereo speakers . d at CIA headquarters in Langley,
“size of cofffns, . - “West's name and identity are well
“Dad," said Bill West Jr., 'Is pret-

. known In the Soviet Unfon. He has a
ty eccentric. Thad totell my friendsin  copy of Literaturnaya Gazeta in
school that he worked for the Army.” which he iIs named as an “eminent

And Hildegard West sald er husband ﬂgurc in the American secret ser-

——isa bit unusual, Lmust admit.

. Bill West has spent most of hisadult
life obsessed with a country he has West sald. ““He was a Rus-

employment with the CIA, 1 thought
that was the absolute best way to get

could probably go now and mey
wouldn't do anything, but I wouldn't
take the chance. It's an nnccessary
risk. They cnn use any premise lo

issue of our lifetime.” West learned
Russian from an emigre’ teacher In
the United States-and then was
assigned periodically to Ber)in be-
tween 1952 and 1963, first by the CIC

and then by the CIA.
“Berlin was-an espionage utopla In

“Tthosecarly days;”” West sald. “There

tween—cast-and

——was free-transit-be!

—HKGBmmd the

west and we had the cooperation of
- many Fnsl Germans.and, even, Rus-
fans,”

Thursday, December 20, 1884

Chronicle of Curreiit Events, a com-

and trials, were among

“returned”’ to the Soviet Unlon, but
West will not name other authors and
tities .for fear that the publishing

houses that helped carry out the pro-:- ™o K
‘demlc spy may -have  solved lhc

‘gramwouldsuffer,
West has also been a teacherWhen
Henry Kissinger- was In the Army

piiation of dissident activity, »nmskli

Tlmo}Naws Twin Fnlls Idaho E-7

of Russ Russlan ** West said. *'I just taught
him for a couple of summers. ... He's
an old friend. When detente begnn —
and 1 disapproved of detente — I sent
him some Samlzdat 1 was worl
on."”

As for_West's original ambltion
anol conventionally * dea:

mystery, "
“lt turns out lhal a fellow thnks

Teserves - In- the - CIC—his—R

Th""So—rl—dcompoun R language lns(ructorwnsulllwesl’““mrk Tady™ 15, e sald; "Thot's n

Berlin, the Karlshorst, housed the

*“Oh, Henry only has a

good bit of

work, lsn it

WeIT OUSed
several miles to the west in an area_
" “calied thé Dahlem. For'a while, ac:
—Tarding to West, the Americans were

—nblc-tu“monharsome ~Soviet com= |

rt i Sovlet literature, rests In his home

in San Francisco Bay.in the mid-'60s.
He jumped ship and he lived in the
West for a while. Then he re-defected.
Idon’t know why.
Alter galnlng degrces at Denison
hwesterm—and—teaching—

Chicago
Corps.

est joincd 1T A
Because he was fluent in

to Russia. Look how it turned out. I French and German, e was asslgned—-

to the Counter Intelligence Corps
school in Camp Ritchie, Md., where
hc(lrslwasexposcdloSovlelpolmcs

“We had ‘Instructors there. who

very. negative about the Sovict
system. They knew what had happen-
ed under Stalin. We were Russla’s-al-
ly at the time, but we knew it was a
temporary alllance.”

While working for the CIC in
Nuremberg, -West stayed at the
Grand Hotel and met Russlans who
were there to witness the Nazi war

he man who said [Hat Is Yurr"crmﬁs trials; They (uetedhis interest

and conv!nccd him “that Soviet n.'lu-
1d-be-th

munications by installng an
underground listening post In a tele-

“It's a patient exploitation that re-
quires information, and information
on how to get more information. It's a
collection of small pieces that are fit
together and eventually form a ple-
ture. ... There were ncver -many
mysteries about the Sovlet Union’s
strategy and intentions, What you

—-wanted were the namies @ind numbers -

of the current players and a plcture of
what they were trylngtodo."
. "West s reluctant to discuss the
Soviet emlgre’s whom he has
“debriefed.”* He Is
security and min

“l knew (historlan and dissident
writer) Andrei Amalriek. He was
killed in an automobile crash (n
1980), Whether {t was a real accident
or engineered by the Sovicts, I don't
knaw, Another one of the defectors [

utious “‘for thelr

.* Paddod bor
+ and stem

*Syaor frame
waorranty

® 1 pioce oxtended
crank assembly

talked to a number of times was™ |

Arkady Belinkov, a major writer who
defected with his wife. He'd been put
in aprison camp (or 10 years by Stalin

for his unorthodox views, as they

called it. He'd been terribly beaten -

and he developed a heart conditfon.
When he gnl here he was taken to the

UL
“leybumwurﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂhe ine—
ternal dissident movement and
helped us In describing the dimen-
sions of the movement and its
motives, who was doing what, who
wasincamps.”

Simply by attending congressional

- .were defectors,’” he sajd. “*They_were__hearings and reading newspapersand_|

magazines, Soviet Intelligence is able
to form an accurate picture of all
areas of American soclal, military
and political {ife. The CIA's sources of
information on Soviet life include in-
terviews with Jewish emigres and
dissidents and careful readings of
samizdat literature.

“Part of the agency's program was
to get llterature of the Stalin and
post-Stalin eras back Into the Sovlet

never seen. He has; he sald, never. sian who was aboard a Sovlet ship.out
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